
This Evening’s Schedule
6 pm 
Food and Raffl  e drawings throughout the evening
6:15 pm
Opening - Bob Nowicki, RNeighbors Past President
Prost (Cheers) to Rochester Neighborhoods
6:30 pm
OAKtoberfest Neighbor Awards
7:15 pm 
Mayor’s Urban Forestry Awards
Neighborhood Project Grants
8:15 pm 
RNeighbors Board Recogni  on
9 pm
Good Night Neighbors & ol’ Danke! (Thank You!)

Celebrating Rochester Neighbors

A fundraiser for

Rochester’s Neighborhood Resource Center
1421 3rd Avenue SE • 507.529.4150 

“Like” us on facebook for Rochester neighborhood news.

October 2October 2
6–9 pm
German Cuisine
Oktoberfest 
Beer & Wine
(Choice of one per ticket. 
Cash bar available.)



8 pm: Raffl  e drawing for items 11-18
18. Tree-rifi c Night on the Town 
2 Civic Theatre  ckets and Victoria’s gi   card. 
17. Fall Harvest 
This bunch of potatoes and apples will see you 
through the fall and this wreath will add fes  ve fl air 
to your home. Donated by Aaron Stelpfl ug, 
RNeighbors Board member, Ma   and Tasha Gurtner 
and the wreath was hand-cra  ed by Sarah Michet.
16. Forager Night Out 
Gi   Cer  fi cate and T-shirt to one of Rochester’s              
newest neighborhood hangouts coupled with two 
 ckets to the Civic Theatre. 

15. Roll the Dice 
This handcra  ed yard dice game was made by  
Jeff  Ellerbusch, RNeighbors Board member.
14. ZZest Basket
Lots of savory goodies from one of our favorite foodie 
hangouts in town. Donated by ZZest.
13. Birch Grove 
Bring a bit of the outdoors into your home with these 
hand painted canvases by Sarah Michet, Sla  erly 
Park neighbor.
12. Farmer’s Market Fall Harvest 
A Farmer’s Market tote bag stuff ed with a Ball home 
canning kit, Guide to Preserving book and $20 gi   
card. Donated by the Farmer’s Market.
11. Sport Shu  er Time
One of a kind opportunity for the sports enthusiast 
in your life. I Dream In Photoshop off ers crea  vely 
unique sports portrait composites that is sure to be 
the talk of your household.

8:30 pm: Raffl  e drawing for items 10-5
10. A Walk Through History 
Enjoy a full day rental (value $325) at the historic 
Plummer House, surrounded by big established trees. 
It’s lovely no ma  er what season.  Donated by 
Rochester Park and Rec.
9. & 8 Tree Time With Maier
$200 worth of tree care services donated by Maier 
Forester and Tree, RNeighborWoods partner paired 
each with 10 cubic yards of compost donated by 
Olmsted County Environmental Resources.
7. Tumble Tower!
A giant Jenga game for back yard fun. Handcra  ed by 
Bob Nowicki, RNeighbors’ Board member.
6. Whimsical Fairy House
Hand carved Co  onwood fairy dwelling, ready to 
hang by Bob Nowicki, RNeighbors’ Board member.

Need not be 
present to win.Raffle Items

7 pm: Raffl  e drawing for items 25-31
31. Backyard Barbecue. Just Add the Meat.
Horse shoe set for yard fun, pack-n-go Anchor hot-dish con.
30. Brew Tote
Hand-cra  ed Wooden 6-pack carrying case fi lled with beer 
by Jeff  Ellerbusch, RNeighbors Board member.
29. Shiny!
Hand-cra  ed bracelet from Mermaid’s Cove Jewelers in 
Mys  c, Connec  cut. 
28. Shiver Me Timbers
Nau  cal and musical themed quilt handmade by Barb 
Armbruster.
27. Stain Glass Mushrooms
Hand-cra  ed stained glass donated by RNeighbors Board 
member Bob Nowicki. 
26. Get Sassy at Salon Chic
$50 gi   card to Salon Chic and $20 Five West gi   card.
25. Skate Away
All Minnesotans enjoy the right of passage that is learning 
how to skate! Enjoy 6 weeks of lessons by na  onally 
accredited staff  for either children or adults at the Rec 
Center. Donated by the Rochester Figure Ska  ng Club.

7:30 pm: Raffl  e drawing for items 19-24
24. Morel Garden 
Chain saw mushroom sculptures created by RNeighbors 
Board member, Aaron Stelpfl ug.
23. Dress Up Your Door for Fall
Hand-cra  ed grapevine wreath made by Sarah Michet, 
Sla  erly Park neighbor. 
22. Up the Wall
T-shirt and gi   cer  fi cate for Rochester’s newest climbing 
wall ROCA for a Clip & Go Day Pass and a Learn the Ropes 
Course. 
21. Tree-rifi c Roots
$50 Whi  ngs gi   cer  fi cate, City Forester’s plan  ng 
assistance, RNeighborWoods T-shirts, Corona bypass 
pruner, 10 cubic yards of compost. Donated by Whi  ngs, 
Na  onal NeighborWoods, Olmsted County Environmental 
Resources, and Jeff  Haberman (City Forester).
20. Relax and Renew
90-min massage from Benefi cial Massage Therapies and a 
bo  le of wine from Germany.
19. Possibili  es are Endless
A wine rack, book shelf or planter. This piece can be what-
ever you can imagine. Repurposed from an old pallet by 
René Laffl  am, RNeighbors Execu  ve Director.



Ol’ Danke (Thank you) for joining us for the 4th 
Annual OAKtoberfest fundraiser for RNeighbors. 
It is through community support, like yours, that 
we are able to provide tools for neighborhoods 
to grow.
Created in 2001, RNeighbors serves as a nonprofi t 
resource center for Rochester neighborhoods. 
RNeighbors is managed by a Board of Directors 
and one full-  me staff  person. Partly funded by 
the City of Rochester, the remainder of our 
opera  ng budget comes from grants and 
dona  ons, especially those brought in by 
OAKtoberfest. With limited resources and 
dedicated volunteers, we con  nue to accomplish 
great things for neighborhoods! 

Board Members
Mark Bilderback 
Kelly Corbin 
Jeff  Ellerbusch 
Timothy Hawkins
Michael LaPlante 
Ahmed Makkawy 
Mitch Moore
Bob Nowicki 
Samantha Rossi
Aaron Stelpfl ug
Jesse Welsh
Paul Wilson 

Event Volunteers
Mary Gorfi ne
Bob Sixta
Ross Tew

Staff
René Laffl  am 
Execu  ve Director

OAKtoberfest 
Event Chair
Jesse Welsch

OAKtoberfest 
Sponsor Chair
Samantha Rossi

Special Thanks
Greg Wimmer
Photo Cutout Ar  st

Evening Hosts
Tracy McCray
Megan Kennedy 

5. Arbor Day Founda  on Visit 
Visit the incredible Lied Lodge, a branch of the Na  onal 
Arbor Day Founda  on, tucked in the woods of Ne-
braska with a 1 night stay and breakfast for two (value 
$175) along with a baby oak tree for your garden.

Silent Auc  on Item
4. Urban Wood Salvaged Table*
This gorgous live edge slab wood sofa/hall table was 
hand-cra  ed by Jon Veer, Sla  erly Park neighbor. The 
top is made from Black Walnut salvaged and the 
bo  om is Mahogany.  
*This item is a silent auc  on item. Your event  cket 
number is your bidding number. Bidding will be closed 
at 8:45 pm and you must be present to win.

8:45 pm: Raffl  e drawing for items 1-3
3. Spring Valley Adventure 
Wine Tas  ng for up to 8 people donated by 
Four Daughters’ Winery in Spring Valley.
2. Hand-cra  ed Wooden Bean Bag Toss Game 
This corn hole yard game set is hand-cra  ed and 
donated by  Jeff  Ellerbusch, RNeighbors Board 
member.
1. One Hundred Bo  les of Beer on the Wall 
Andy’s Liquor picked out their favorite 100 beers for 
your enjoyment, not all at once, of course.

Raffle Items
Be sure to take a stroll through the raffl  e tables including handcra  ed and original items. You can purchase raffl  e 
 ckets 1 for $5 or 5 for $20. Toss your  ckets in the bag corresponding to the item you want. We’ll draw winners for 

items and annouce them throughout the evening.

Tag your OAKtoberfest photos with #Oakfest and we will share them!



is proud to be the
Overall Sponsor

NOW IN  
DOWNTOWN



Screenprinting - Embroidery - Promotional Products
Tees - Sweatshirts - Caps - Jackets - Shirts

Locally Owned and Serving the Rochester Area
www.proimageroch.com  507-280-1919

101 16th Street N.E. Rochester, MN

519 1ST AVE. SW

ROCHESTER

507.289.9061
WWW.PFC.COOP

People’s Food Co -opPeople’s Food Co -opMinnesota’s 
own: local 
& organic

Hannah and Daniel Miller 
of Easy Yoke Farm, Zumbro Falls



This brand new RNeighbors program was developed from requests from 
neighborhood associaiton for acesss to small amounts of funding in which 
to carry out improvement projects. We started off  in the spring of 2015 
with funds from the City of Rochester and Olmsted County Public Health, 
with oversight from RNeighbors. 
Off ered once a year in the spring, these grants reimburse up to $1,000 in 
costs for neighborhoods to complete projects that enhance a 
neighborhood’s livability and involvement, benefi t the en  re 
neighborhood and promote a strong sense of community. 
Each of the applica  ons had to ensure that the neighbors would put in 
the volunteer eff ort to bring the project to comple  on by October 30, 
2015. This year’s winners were:

Neighborhood Project Grants

19th Ave SW Neighborhood: Li  le Free Library
Cimarron Neighborhood: Raised “Discovery” garden bed with 
surrounding paver walkway
Eastside Neighborhood: Fourth Street 
Community Garden with  components of a “Community 
Board” and weekly speakers
Homestead Addi  on Neighborhood: Pocket Park 
Improvement
Homestead Trails Neighborhood: Community Garden 
Enhancement
Kutzky Park Neighborhood: Community Garden raised beds
Kutzky Park Neighborhood: Historic Neighborhood Signage
Sla  erly Park Neighborhood: Community Gardens Project

•
•

•

•

•

•
•
•

19th Ave SW Neighborhood

Eastside Neighborhood

Homestead Trails Neighborhood

Kutzky Neighborhood

Cimarron 
Neighborhood 

(above) 

Sla  erly Park 
Neighborhood

(right)



OAKtoberfest 
Neighbor 
Awards (above and to le  )

Urban Forestry
Volunteer 
Awards (below) 

Green Ini  a  ve Award
Joel Dunne  e

Green Thumb Award 
Cathy Clermont

Legacy Award
Bob Nowicki

Innova  ve Ac  on Award
Jeff  Urban

Organiza  on
Silver Creek Corners

Individual
Lindsey Meek

Individual
Nathan Runke

Family
Karen and Edward Cohen. Angie, Ash, Milan and Amani Gupta.



Green Initiative Award
Neighbor who spearheaded and 
developed green ini  a  ves within their 
neighborhood, as a means to make 
Rochester a more environmentally 
sustainable place to live.

Joel Dunne  e 
Nature in Your Neighborhood Project
Nominated by Tara Freimund 
Joel has been a leader of Zumbro Valley 
Audubon in Rochester since its 
forma  on 30 years ago. This summer 
he developed the Nature in Your 
Neighborhood Project, a free hands-
on Saturday experience for children to 
learn about the natural world around 
them.
“Nature in Your Neighborhood has 
been a hit on many levels. Joel’s 
authen  c apprecia  on for sharing his 
passion for the natural world and 
transmi   ng that a group of squirrely 
kids and their sleepy, coff ee laden 
parents on Saturday mornings  has 
made Nature in Your Neighborhood 
grow in a  endance and interest,” said 
nominator Tara Freimund from the 
Kutzky Park neighborhood.
“Joel’s professional experience and 
signifi cant knowledge as a naturalist 
has off ered a wealth of informa  on, 
age appropriate materials and some 
fun in the park on sunny Saturday 
mornings, but what has struck me the 
most about these events is the genuine 
enthusiasm and interest Joel brings to 
each small hand having caught a bug 
in a net and every ques  on murmured 
from behind the binoculars worn by the 
li  lest amongst us as they spy the 
sight of a bird through the trees.”

Innovative Action Award
Neighbor or group who has worked with the residents to make 
structural improvements to a neighborhood.
Jeff  Urban, Community Outreach
Bear Creek Church
Nominated by Mike LaPlante
Jeff  has organized and coordinated rehab eff orts in the Oak 
Terrace, Parkside and Eastside neighborhoods, with the end 
goal of helping people help themselves. He u  lizes local talents 
and resources to help people be  er their own situa  ons. 
“Many churches try to help from the outside, but we have 
really strived to have “boots on the ground”, said neighbor 
Jus  n Moreland. “He really adopts the mentality of helping 
without hur  ng, meaning that we try as best as we can to not 
swoop in with resources and exper  se to help. Instead, those 
who we help almost always contribute what they can. If they 
are able, he will maybe show them how to do certain things, 
but then just drop tools off  for them to do it themselves. Others 
help alongside volunteers and pay only for material costs. Many 
that we’ve helped will help with other projects.”
“When I think of Jeff  a Milton Berle quote immediately come to 
mind,” said Mike LaPlante, President of the Eastside Pioneers 
Neighborhood Associa  on. “If opportunity doesn’t knock, Jeff  
builds them a door.”

Green Thumb Award 
Given to a neighbor or group who has improved their 
neighborhood, yard, or local community park.
Cathy Clermont
Sla  erly Park Neighborhood Associa  on
Nominated by Brian Rognholt 
Cathy has served as the organizer and point person for 
numerous community building eff orts in her neighborhood that 
have not only brought neighbors together to work on projects, 
but have le   a las  ng impact in her neighborhood. She has 
spearheaded boulevard tree plan  ngs, coordinated eff orts to 
repaint their Flower Kaleidoscope street mural, volunteers at 
the neighborhood’s Art on the Avenue eff ort, as well as worked 
in their community garden.
“Cathy is the point person for neighborhood projects and 
mo  va  ng others, said Brain Rognholt from the Sla  erly Park 
neighborhood. “Her upli  ing inspira  on and hard work have 
made being a leader in our associa  on much easier. She is the 
ul  mate in what it means to be a service oriented 
‘good neighbor’!”

OAKtoberfest 
Neighbor Awards



Recognizing amazing ci  zens, for outstanding 
contribu  ons to Rochester’s urban forest.

Family
Angie, Ash, Milan and Amani Gupta. 
Karen and Edward Cohen.
This extended family of three genera  ons has 
been helping in our neighborhood tree plan  ngs 
since the spring of 2012. They proudly wear their 
 e-dyed plan  ng T-shirts as a group when they go 

to public places like the Med City Marathon, State 
Fair or the Renaissance Fes  val.
“Rochester is a great community and part of what 
makes it great is its tree cover.  These trees and  
forests increase safety, promote walking and 
biking, reduce the heat island eff ect, help with 
storm water management and bring neighbors 
together,” said Edward Cohen.
“We’re a busy, ac  ve family, so it’s important to us 
to fi nd opportuni  es where we can all volunteer 
together while also making a diff erence,” said 
Angie Gupta. “A  er one neighborhood tree 
plan  ng event Milan confi ded that it was his favor-
ite volunteer ac  vity ever. The boys also can watch 
the trees grow as they walk and bike through the 
neighborhood and feel a since of pride.”

Organization
Silver Creek Corners
Residents of Silver Creek Corners have a  ended 
Ci  zen Forester Trainings, helped in our 
community tree plan  ngs and spent countless 
hours helping in the Indian Heights neighborhood 
park.
Working with the RNeighborWoods program and 
the Friends of Indian Heights (FOIH) allows us to 
give back to the community.  It keeps Silver Creek 
Corner residents ac  ve with in the community and 
gives them meaningful work,” said Chad Ramaker, 
from Center City Housing. “Their involvement 
helps to diminish s  gma and allows residents to 
make meaningful rela  onships with unpaid staff  
and community volunteers.  Trees and parks are a 
renewable resource we can do something about.  
It takes a life  me to grow a large tree and pays 
dividends for the next genera  on.” 

Individual
Lindsey Meek 
Lindsey fi rst planted trees with RNeighborWoods in 
the mud when we planted 1,200 trees in one day 
on 50th Avenue NW, in the spring of 2012. Although 
that eff ort is certainly admirable she is receiving this 
award because of her ongoing eff orts to advocate 
for public trees while serving on the Commi  ee on 
Urban Design and Environment (CUDE) and the City 
Planning and Zoning Commission.
“As an engineer, it is my duty to hold paramount 
the safety of the public in all designs. The data and 
evidence is clear that the presence of trees along a 
street slows down motorists,” said Lindsey. “With 
speeding a recurrent problem in almost every 
neighborhood, trees represent and cri  cal piece of 
safety infrastructure, equal in importance to a stop 
sign or a pavement marking.”
“Con  nued public educa  on of the value of street 
trees and the urban forest is a message that cannot 
be shared widely enough. More educa  on will lead 
to passion which will lead to advocacy for addi  onal 
policies such as an urban forest master plan, which 
will include tree replacement requirements for all 
developments.”

Individual
Nathan Runke
He is a graduate of the Urban Forestry bachelors 
program at the University of Wisconsin – Stevens 
Point, Cer  fi ed Arborist and has been employed by 
the City of Rochester forestry division since 2006. 
Nathan has worked with the RNeighborWoods 
program since the summer of 2006 and has been 
instrumental in crea  ng procedures to ensure the 
program is effi  cient and sustainable. The 
Neighborhood Tree Grant is a project that he has 
nurtured and helped form into the successfully 
streamlined eff ort it is today.
“Now that I have a child the ability to introduce him 
to natural areas without driving for hours has been 
amazing. For a guy that grew up surrounded by fi elds 
and wooded areas, to sum it up I feel like Rochester’s 
urban forest is what makes Rochester a livable city” 

Mayor’s Urban Forestry
Volunteer Awards



Samantha Rossi
Marketing Specialist

Melissa Brinkman

CEO

Jordan Rasmussen
Security Consultant

Beverage Sponsor
Proud

Security-Minded
Locally Monitored

Community-Focused
...Since 1968

Legacy Award Given to an individual who through their dedica  on to community, volunteerism 
and talents has created a las  ng posi  ve impact on Rochester neighborhoods.
Robert Nowicki, (founding) RNeighbors Board member. Nominated by Mayor Ardell Brede.
In 1990 Rochester was named as one of the top places to live in the United States and Rochester experienced a 
growth fl ux. It was important to Mayor Canfi eld that the City kept some of the small-town feel to it as it expanded. 
Bob got involved in neighborhood work way back in 1996 when he was assigned by Mayor Chuck Canfi eld to the 
Mayor’s Advisory Council on Neighborhoods. In 1996 Kutzky formed as the fi rst recognized neighborhood associa  on 
in Rochester with other downtown core neighborhoods such as Eastside and Sla  erly Park soon following suite. 
A  emp  ng to collect informa  on to assist these young neighborhood groups, this Advisory Council a  ended several 
Neighborhoods USA (NUSA) conferences, did research on na  onal neighborhood eff orts and eventually developed the 
idea for the Rochester Neighborhood Resource Center in 1999, incorporated as a nonprofi t in 2001. By 2003 this li  le 
nonprofi t rebranded itself as RNeighbors and there were 16 registered neighborhood associa  ons. In addi  on to 
nurturing RNeighbors into the resource it is today, Bob has served as City Councilman and an RNeighbors Board 
member ever since 1999. He’s played many diff erent roles on the board including President and resident historian.
“Bob is a true Renaissance guy. As a lone staff  person at RNeighbors he’s invaluable,” said RNeighbors Execu  ve 
Director, René Laffl  am. “I know I can give him a call and he can help me mediate through a tricky poli  cal situa  on or 
I can ask him to serve as a photographer, greeter, water distributor, resident woodworker, tree planter, picture hanger, 
or messenger, but always an advocate and cheerleader for Rochester neighborhood leaders.”
Nominator Mayor Ardell Brede said, “It’s a great honor for me to present the RNeighbors Legacy Award to an 
individual who epitomizes the quali  es of this award--dedica  on to community & volunteerism--that is centered on 
neighborhoods. The Legacy Award, or “Good Neighbor award’, goes to my dear friend and colleague...the original 
Barefoot Santa...Bob Nowicki!”

OAKtoberfest Neighbor Awards (con  nued)



Ryan Plattenberger

DANKE  TO OUR SPONSORS!

Special thanks to Natalie DeGrand, the RNeighbors board photographer. (above photo)



Tree 
of  
2015
Mission 
To empower ci  zen 
leaders to 
create sustainable 
neighborhood 
networks that 
promote a vibrant, 
healthy and 
livable community.

Rochester’s Neighborhood Resource Center

* Calculated with $23.07 per/
hour, the latest es  mated 
na  onal value of volunteer 
 me as determined by the 

Independent Sector.

Totals do NOT include 
volunteer hours spent on 
Li  er Bit Be  er or individual 
neighborhood associa  ons.

2,804
Volunteer

Hours

759
Volunteers

$64,688
Monetary 

Value of Volunteer
Hours

45
Registered 

Neighborhood 
Associa  ons

$8,000
in Grant Funding 

Off ered to 
Neighborhood 
Associa  ons

15
Neighborhood 
Associa  ons

Involved in the
Mayor’s Council of

Neighborhoods

 521
Street 
Trees 

Planted 


